Successful surgical treatment of aortogastric fistula after an esophagectomy and subsequent endovascular graft placement: report of a case.
An aortogastric fistula is a rare but fatal complication after an esophagectomy and intrathoracic esophagogastric anastomosis. A 54-year-old man underwent an esophageal resection due to carcinoma in his lower esophagus. The alimentary tract continuity was restored by intrathoracic esophagogastric anastomosis. Forty-six days later, he suffered a massive hematemesis due to an aortogastric fistula which had formed at the esophagogastric suture line. The fistula was surgically obliterated twice, but each operation was followed by pseudoaneurysm formation. The patient was finally successfully treated with an endovascular stent graft placement. This is the first report of a patient surviving after developing this complication.